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RADIO COMMUNICATION DEVICE, RADIO
COMMUNICATION METHOD, AND RADIO
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

TECHNICAL FIELD

The technology disclosed in the present specification
relates to a radio communication device, a radio communi-
cation method, and a radio communication system adapted
to simultaneously transmit and receive data to a terminal in
cooperation with another base station, and particularly, to a
radio communication device, a radio communication
method, and a radio communication system adapted to
determine a combination of base stations with respect to a
terminal based on feedback from the terminal receiving a
reference signal.

BACKGROUND ART

Currently, standardization of fourth-generation mobile
communication systems is performed in third generation
partnership project (3GPP). “Long term evolution (LTE)”,
that is one of data communication specifications designed by
3GPP, is a long term advanced system aiming for the fourth
generation (4G) IMT-Advanced, and is called “3.9G (super
3G).”

In LTE, two duplex systems, i.e., frequency division
duplex (FDD) and time division duplex (TDD) can be
selected. In the FDD, an uplink-dedicated band and a
downlink-dedicated band are used. In the uplink and the
downlink, a format of a radio frame composed of ten
consecutive sub-frames is used. Here, the uplink refers to
communication from a terminal station (UE terminal: user
equipment) to a base station (eNodeB: evolved Node B) of
LTE, and the downlink refers to communication from an
eNodeB to a UE terminal. In the TDD, a format of a radio
frame composed of 10 consecutive sub-frames is also used.
However, in the TDD, communication is performed using
the same band in the uplink and in the downlink. Each
sub-frame of the radio frame is composed of a control signal
phy downlink control channel (PDCCH) from an eNodeB
and a phy downlink shared channel (PDSCH) that is used as
user data.

Coordinated multi point transmission and reception
(CoMP) is considered as a key technology for improving the
throughput of UE terminals positioned at cell edges in the
standardization of Release 11 related to LTE of 3GPP. The
CoMP is a technology for increasing desired signal power
and for reducing interference from another cell by simulta-
neous data transmission and reception of plural eNodeBs
with respect to one UE terminal. In order to efficiently derive
macro diversity gain by CoMP, precoding, a reference
signal, a measurement and feedback method, and the like
should be examined. In L'TE, a method of hierarchizing
various sizes of cells such as macro, micro, pico and femto
cells, called HetNet, is examined in Release 8, and the
CoMP also includes communication to femto cells. The
CoMP includes uplink CoMP and downlink CoMP, and the
uplink CoMP is an important technology as the downlink
CoMP. However, unless otherwise noted, description will be
given regarding the downlink CoMP.

Examples of the method related to cells that realize the
CoMP include a method in which plural eNodeBs respec-
tively perform autonomous distributed control and a method
in which one macro eNodeB performs integrated control on
plural pico eNodeBs. In the latter integrated control method,
plural base stations such as remote radio heads (RRHs) are
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arranged as a measure for non-sensing in cell edges and the
like, and the connection with a macro eNodeB that performs
integrated control of the base stations is achieved using an
optical fiber with a baseband signal (to be described later).
The macro eNodeB performs baseband signal processing
and control of the respective RRHs to perform collective
radio resource control between the cells.

Regarding the Determination of a CoMP Set

A combination of eNodeBs that perform CoMP with
respect to one UE terminal, that is, that constitute a coop-
eration group will be called a set of CoMP transmission
point(s) or a CoMP set for short.

In order to determine a CoMP set, it is necessary to judge
which eNodeB is the most effective one to use for a UE
terminal. This will be called CoMP set determination or
point selection.

As one method for point selection, a method including
receiving a reference signal from each base station by a UE
terminal to measure reference signal received power (RSRP)
for each base station, and selecting eNodeBs positioned at an
upper level thereof as a CoMP set is exemplified.

For example, a cooperation group setting method in
which a base station transmits, to a user terminal, coopera-
tion group-setting signaling to which a cell ID of'a cell in a
cooperation group selected for the user terminal is attached,
and the user terminal performs cooperation group setting by
the cell ID of the cell in the cooperation group selected for
the user terminal attached to the cooperation group-setting
signaling is proposed (for example, see PTL 1).

In addition, a radio communication method in which a
base station allocates a part of an entire frequency band to
bands that are respectively used in single base station
transmission (first transmission method) and in multiple
base station transmission (second transmission method) to
determine to use which transmission method based on
feedback information indicating receiving quality received
with respect to either of the transmission methods, that is, to
reduce a feedback information quantity by limiting the
feedback information to information indicating receiving
quality of a part of the entire frequency band is proposed (for
example, see PTL 2).

In addition, a radio communication system in which each
of base station devices receives, from a target terminal
device, quality information indicating communication qual-
ity between each base station device and a base station
device communicable with the target terminal device, and
acquires schedule information indicating a schedule of com-
munication with a terminal device existing in the cell of
another base station device to select, based on the quality
information and the schedule information, several base
station devices that are allowed to function as a base station
with respect to the target terminal device is proposed (for
example, see PTL 3).

Needless to say, determination of an eNodeB required for
a UE terminal when performing point selection should be
considered, but it is also important not to use an excessive
number of eNodeBs in CoMP. The reason for this is that
when an excessive number of eNodeBs are included in a
CoMP set, the throughput of the entire system is reduced and
the radiation of unnecessary radio waves to the neighbor-
hood is increased. For example, in a case in which sufficient
transmission quality is obtained for a UE terminal when, as
a CoMP set, an eNodeB#1 and an eNodeB#2 perform
downlink transmission, when an eNodeB#3 is further added
to the CoMP set, the eNodeB#3 radiates unnecessary radio
waves to the neighborhood, and thus becomes an interfer-
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ence source. Accordingly, it is important to constitute the
CoMP set with a minimum necessary number of eNodeBs
satisfying necessary quality.

Request Related to Point Selection Frequency

It is necessary to perform the point selection every certain
period of time (that is, it is necessary to update the CoMP set
every certain period of time). That is, whether the CoMP set
of the UE terminal is to be semi-statically or dynamically
updated becomes a problem. When considering the move-
ment of the UE terminal, it is desired to perform dynamic
point selection to dynamically update the CoMP set.

Basic Points to be Considered in Dynamic Point Selection

When performing dynamic point selection, it is necessary
to consider a reduction in throughput due to the occupancy
of a communication sequence by reference signals in the
system, in other words, a downlink overhead due to refer-
ence signals.

In addition, it is necessary to consider an increase in
power consumption of the UE terminal due to the frequent
measurement of the reference signals by the UE terminal.

It is also necessary to consider an increase in uplink
overhead due to feedback of the reference signal measure-
ment results from the UE terminal to the eNodeB.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

PTL 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publica-
tion No. 2011-193441

PTL 2: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publica-
tion No. 2011-61728

PTL 3: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publica-
tion No. 2010-258612

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

An object of the technology disclosed in the present
specification is to provide an excellent radio communication
device, radio communication method, and radio communi-
cation system adapted to apply a CoMP technology to
properly perform dynamic point selection based on feedback
from a UE terminal receiving a reference signal.

Another object of the technology disclosed in the present
specification is to provide an excellent radio communication
device, radio communication method, and radio communi-
cation system capable of suppressing downlink and uplink
overhead due to reference signals and of improving a point
selection update frequency.

A further object of the technology disclosed in the present
specification is to provide an excellent radio communication
device, radio communication method, and radio communi-
cation system capable of suppressing power consumption of
a UE terminal that performs reference signal measurement
and of improving a point selection update frequency.

Solution to Problem

The present application is contrived by taking into con-
sideration the above problems, and the technology described
in claim 1 provides a radio communication device including

a measurement control part that sets a reference signal
kind to be measured to determine a cooperation group that
performs multi-point cooperative transmission and reception
for the device, and
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a reference signal measurement part that measures a
reference signal, that is transmitted from each base station,
of'the kind set by the measurement control part to determine
the cooperation group.

According to the technology described in claim 2 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 1, the measurement control part sets a
reference signal kind to be measured to determine the
cooperation group in accordance with a scenario that is
applied in a current cell.

According to the technology described in claim 3 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 2, each base station transmits a first
reference signal that can be allocated to a place differing
between base stations having the same cell identifier and that
has an adjustable transmission cycle, and a second reference
signal that uses the same place in base stations having the
same cell identifier, and the measurement control part sets
the first reference signal for use in measurement for deter-
mining the cooperation group in a first scenario in which the
same cell identifier is allocated to each base station subor-
dinate to the same large base station, and sets the second
reference signal for use in measurement for determining the
cooperation group in a second scenario in which a unique
cell identifier is allocated for each base station even subor-
dinate to the same large base station.

According to the technology described in claim 4 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 1, the measurement control part sets a
reference signal kind to be measured to determine the
cooperation group based on a notification from the base
station.

According to the technology described in claim 5 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 4, each base station transmits a first
reference signal that can be allocated to a place differing
between base stations having the same cell identifier and that
has an adjustable transmission cycle, and a second reference
signal that uses the same place in base stations having the
same cell identifier, and the measurement control part sets
the first reference signal for use in measurement for deter-
mining the cooperation group with regard to a base station
having a specific cell identifier notified by the base station,
and sets the second reference signal for use in measurement
for determining the cooperation group with regard to a base
station having another cell identifier.

The technology described in claim 6 of the present
application provides a radio communication device includ-
ing

a reference signal transmission part that transmits a first
reference signal that can be allocated to a place differing
between base stations having the same cell identifier and that
has an adjustable transmission cycle, and a second reference
signal that uses the same place in base stations having the
same cell identifier, and

a notification part that notifies a terminal belonging to the
device of a cell identifier for which measurement for deter-
mining a cooperation group is to be performed using the first
reference signal in accordance with a scenario that is applied
in a current cell.

According to the technology described in claim 7 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 6, in a scenario in which the same cell
identifier is allocated to each base station subordinate to the
same large base station, the notification part notifies a
terminal belonging to the device of a cell identifier for which
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measurement for determining a cooperation group is to be
performed using the first reference signal.

The technology described in claim 8 of the present
application provides a radio communication device includ-
ing

a subordinate base station information acquisition part
that acquires information on base stations subordinate to the
device,

a transmission frequency control part that controls a
frequency of transmitting a reference signal for determining
a cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception based on the information on base
stations acquired by the subordinate base station information
acquisition part, and

a notification part that notifies each base station of the
control information obtained by the transmission frequency
control part.

According to the technology described in claim 9 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 8, the subordinate base station informa-
tion acquisition part acquires information related to the
number of terminals requiring the multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception from the base stations subordi-
nate to the device, and the transmission frequency control
part controls the frequency of transmitting a reference signal
in accordance with the number of terminals requiring the
multi-point cooperative transmission and reception.

According to the technology described in claim 10 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 9, the transmission frequency control part
lengthens a cycle of transmitting a reference signal when the
number of terminals requiring the multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception is small.

The technology described in claim 11 of the present
application provides a radio communication device includ-
ing

a reference signal transmission part that transmits a first
reference signal,

a feedback information acquisition part that acquires
feedback on results of measurement of the first reference
signal from a terminal,

a measurement part that measures a reference signal to
measure a second reference signal transmitted from the
terminal, and

a point selection part that determines a cooperation group
that performs multi-point cooperative transmission and
reception for a terminal station based on results of the
measurement of the measurement part.

According to the technology described in claim 12 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 11, when TDD is applied, the point
selection part determines a cooperation group that performs
multi-point cooperative transmission and reception for a
terminal station based on the feedback information acquired
by the feedback information acquisition part and results of
the measurement of the measurement part.

The technology described in claim 13 of the present
application provides a radio communication device includ-
ing

a reference signal measurement part that measures a
reference signal transmitted from each base station to deter-
mine a cooperation group that performs multi-point coop-
erative transmission and reception for the device, and

a measurement frequency control part that controls a
frequency of performing measurement in the reference sig-
nal measurement part based on a moving speed of the
device.
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According to the technology described in claim 14 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 13, the measurement frequency control
part allows measurement in the reference signal measure-
ment part to be performed only when the moving speed of
the device is high.

The technology described in claim 15 of the present
application provides a radio communication device includ-
ing

a reference signal measurement part that measures a
reference signal transmitted from each base station to deter-
mine a cooperation group that performs multi-point coop-
erative transmission and reception for the device, and

a measurement frequency control part that controls a
frequency of the measurement for each base station in the
reference signal measurement part based on results of the
measurement in the reference signal measurement part.

According to the technology described in claim 16 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 15, based on the results of the measure-
ment in the reference signal measurement part, the measure-
ment frequency control part increases the measurement
frequency for a base station in which a deterioration in
communication quality is detected.

According to the technology described in claim 17 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 15, the measurement frequency control
part increases the measurement frequency for a new base
station that is not included in the cooperation group when a
base station exhibiting a deterioration in communication
quality is detected in the cooperation group.

According to the technology described in claim 18 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 8, the subordinate base station informa-
tion acquisition part acquires arrangement information of the
base stations subordinate to the device, and the transmission
frequency control part controls the frequency of transmitting
a reference signal in accordance with density of the base
stations subordinate to the device.

According to the technology described in claim 19 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 18, the transmission frequency control
part increases the frequency of transmitting a reference
signal in an area in which the density of the base stations
subordinate to the device is high.

The technology described in claim 20 of the present
application provides a radio communication device includ-
ing

a base station information acquisition part that acquires
arrangement information of base stations that can be
included in a cooperation group that performs multi-point
cooperative transmission and reception for the device,

a measurement frequency control part that controls a
frequency of measuring a reference signal from a base
station based on the acquired base station arrangement
information, to determine the cooperation group,

and a reference signal measurement part that measures a
reference signal from a base station in accordance with the
frequency controlled by the measurement frequency control
part.

According to the technology described in claim 21 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 20, the measurement frequency control
part increases the frequency of measuring a reference signal
in an area in which density of the base stations that can be
included in the cooperation group is high.
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The technology described in claim 22 of the present
application provides a radio communication device includ-
ing

a carrier determination part that determines the impor-
tance of performing multi-point cooperative transmission
and reception for each component carrier upon carrier
aggregation,

a transmission frequency control part that controls a
frequency of transmitting a reference signal for determining
a cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception in each component carrier based
on results of the determination in the carrier determination
part, and

a notification part that notifies each base station of the
control information obtained by the transmission frequency
control part.

According to the technology described in claim 23 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 22, the transmission frequency control
part increases the frequency of transmitting a reference
signal in a component carrier of high importance of per-
forming the multi-point cooperative transmission and recep-
tion.

The technology described in claim 24 of the present
application provides a radio communication device includ-
ing

a transmission frequency control part that controls a
frequency of transmitting a reference signal for determining
a cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception in each component carrier in
accordance with frequency upon carrier aggregation, and

a notification part that notifies each base station of the
control information obtained by the transmission frequency
control part.

According to the technology described in claim 25 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 24, the transmission frequency control
part increases the frequency of transmitting a reference
signal in a component carrier of high frequency.

The technology described in claim 26 of the present
application provides a radio communication device includ-
ing

a transmission frequency control part that controls a
frequency of transmitting a reference signal for determining
a cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception in each component carrier in
accordance with arrangement in terms of frequency upon
carrier aggregation, and

a notification part that notifies each base station of the
control information obtained by the transmission frequency
control part.

According to the technology described in claim 27 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 26, the transmission frequency control
part allows a reference signal to be transmitted to only one
of component carriers consecutively arranged in terms of
frequency.

According to the technology described in claim 28 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 26, the transmission frequency control
part allows a reference signal to be transmitted so that there
is no overlap in terms of time and frequency in respective
component carriers consecutively arranged in terms of fre-
quency.

According to the technology described in claim 29 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 8, the subordinate base station informa-
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tion acquisition part acquires information related to the
number of terminals that are in a radio link control-con-
nected state with the respective base stations subordinate to
the device, and the transmission frequency control part
controls the frequency of transmitting a reference signal by
the respective base stations subordinate to the device in
accordance with the number of terminals that are in a radio
link control-connected state.

According to the technology described in claim 30 of the
present application, in the radio communication device
according to claim 29, the transmission frequency control
part increases the frequency of transmitting a reference
signal from a base station having a large number of terminals
that are in a radio link control-connected state.

The technology described in claim 31 of the present
application provides a radio communication method includ-
ing

a measurement control step of setting a reference signal
kind to be measured to determine a cooperation group that
performs multi-point cooperative transmission and reception
for the device, and

a reference signal measurement step of measuring a
reference signal, that is transmitted from each base station,
of the kind set in the measurement control step to determine
the cooperation group.

The technology described in claim 32 of the present
application provides a radio communication method includ-
ing

a reference signal transmission step of transmitting a first
reference signal that can be allocated to a place differing
between base stations having the same cell identifier and that
has an adjustable transmission cycle, and a second reference
signal that uses the same place in base stations having the
same cell identifier, and

a notification step of notifying a terminal belonging to the
device of a cell identifier for which measurement for deter-
mining a cooperation group is to be performed using the first
reference signal in accordance with a scenario that is applied
in a current cell.

The technology described in claim 33 of the present
application provides a radio communication method includ-
ing

a subordinate base station information acquisition step of
acquiring information on base stations subordinate to the
device,

a transmission frequency control step of controlling a
frequency of transmitting a reference signal for determining
a cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception based on the information on base
stations acquired in the subordinate base station information
acquisition step, and

a notification step of notifying each base station of the
control information obtained by the transmission frequency
control step.

The technology described in claim 34 of the present
application provides a radio communication method includ-
ing

a feedback information acquisition step of acquiring feed-
back on results of measurement of a first reference signal
from a terminal,

a measurement step of measuring a reference signal to
measure a second reference signal transmitted from the
terminal, and

a point selection step of determining a cooperation group
that performs multi-point cooperative transmission and
reception for a terminal station based on the feedback
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information acquired in the feedback information acquisi-
tion step and results of the measurement in the measurement
step.

The technology described in claim 35 of the present
application provides a radio communication method includ-
ing

a measurement frequency control step of controlling a
frequency of measuring a reference signal transmitted from
each base station based on a moving speed of the device, and

a reference signal measurement step of measuring a
reference signal to determine a cooperation group that
performs multi-point cooperative transmission and reception
for the device in accordance with the frequency controlled in
the measurement frequency control step.

The technology described in claim 36 of the present
application provides a radio communication method includ-
ing

a reference signal measurement step of measuring a
reference signal transmitted from each base station to deter-
mine a cooperation group that performs multi-point coop-
erative transmission and reception for the device, and

a measurement frequency control step of controlling a
frequency of the measurement for each base station in the
reference signal measurement part based on results of the
measurement in the reference signal measurement step.

The technology described in claim 37 of the present
application provides a radio communication method includ-
ing

a base station information acquisition step of acquiring
arrangement information of base stations that can be
included in a cooperation group that performs multi-point
cooperative transmission and reception for the device,

a measurement frequency control step of controlling a
frequency of measuring a reference signal from a base
station based on the acquired base station arrangement
information, to determine the cooperation group, and a
reference signal measurement step of measuring a reference
signal from a base station in accordance with the frequency
controlled in the measurement frequency control step.

The technology described in claim 38 of the present
application provides a radio communication method includ-
ing

a carrier determination step of determining the importance
of performing multi-point cooperative transmission and
reception for each component carrier upon carrier aggrega-
tion, a transmission frequency control step of controlling a
frequency of transmitting a reference signal for determining
a cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception in each component carrier based
on results of the determination in the carrier determination
step, and

a notification step of notifying each base station of the
control information obtained by the transmission frequency
control step.

The technology described in claim 39 of the present
application provides a radio communication method includ-
ing

a transmission frequency control step of controlling a
frequency of transmitting a reference signal for determining
a cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception in each component carrier in
accordance with frequency upon carrier aggregation, and

a notification step of notifying each base station of the
control information obtained by the transmission frequency
control step.
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The technology described in claim 40 of the present
application provides a radio communication method includ-
ing

a transmission frequency control step of controlling a
frequency of transmitting a reference signal for determining
a cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception in each component carrier in
accordance with arrangement in terms of frequency upon
carrier aggregation, and

a notification step of notifying each base station of the
control information obtained by the transmission frequency
control step.

The technology described in claim 41 of the present
application provides a radio communication system includ-
ing a plurality of base stations that transmit a plurality of
kinds of reference signals, respectively, and a terminal
station that performs reference signal measurement by set-
ting a reference signal kind to be measured to determine a
cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception for the terminal station.

Herein, the “system” is a system in which plural devices
(or functional modules realizing a specific function) are
logically gathered, and it doesn’t matter whether the devices
or the functional modules are in a single casing (and the
same hereinafter).

The technology described in claim 42 of the present
application provides a radio communication system includ-
ing

a plurality of base stations that transmit a first reference
signal that can be allocated to a place differing between base
stations having the same cell identifier and that has an
adjustable transmission cycle, and a second reference signal
that uses the same place in base stations having the same cell
identifier, and

a terminal station that performs measurement for deter-
mining a cooperation group that performs multi-point coop-
erative transmission and reception for the terminal station by
receiving a reference signal,

in which at least one of the plurality of base stations
notifies a terminal station belonging thereto of a cell iden-
tifier for which the measurement for determining the coop-
eration group is to be performed using the first reference
signal.

The technology described in claim 43 of the present
application provides a radio communication system includ-
ing

a plurality of base stations that transmit a reference signal,
and

a terminal station that performs measurement for deter-
mining a cooperation group that performs multi-point coop-
erative transmission and reception for the terminal station by
receiving the reference signal from the base station,

in which at least one of the plurality of base stations
controls a frequency of transmitting a reference signal from
each base station based on information acquired from a base
station subordinate to the terminal station.

The technology described in claim 44 of the present
application provides a radio communication system includ-
ing

a plurality of base stations that transmit a first reference
signal, and a terminal station that performs measurement for
determining a cooperation group that performs multi-point
cooperative transmission and reception for the terminal
station by receiving the first reference signal to give feed-
back to the base station and to transmit a second reference
signal,
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in which at least one of the plurality of base stations
determines the cooperation group that performs multi-point
cooperative transmission and reception for the terminal
station based on the feedback information from the terminal
station and results of measurement of the second reference
signal therein.

The technology described in claim 45 of the present
application provides a radio communication system includ-
ing

aplurality of base stations that transmit a reference signal,
and

a terminal station that performs measurement for deter-
mining a cooperation group that performs multi-point coop-
erative transmission and reception for the terminal station by
receiving the reference signal with a frequency according to
a moving speed of the terminal station.

The technology described in claim 46 of the present
application provides a radio communication system includ-
ing

aplurality of base stations that transmit a reference signal,
and

a terminal station that performs measurement for deter-
mining a cooperation group that performs multi-point coop-
erative transmission and reception for the terminal station by
receiving the reference signal from the base station,

in which the terminal station controls a measurement
frequency for each base station based on results of the
measurement of the reference signal from each base station.

The technology described in claim 47 of the present
application provides a radio communication system includ-
ing

aplurality of base stations that transmit a reference signal,
and

a terminal station that performs measurement for deter-
mining a cooperation group that performs multi-point coop-
erative transmission and reception for the terminal station by
receiving the reference signal from the base station,

in which the terminal station controls a frequency of
measuring the reference signal from the base station based
on arrangement information of the base stations which can
be included in the cooperation group.

The technology described in claim 48 of the present
application provides a radio communication system includ-
ing

aplurality of base stations that transmit a reference signal,
and a terminal station that performs measurement for deter-
mining a cooperation group that performs multi-point coop-
erative transmission and reception for the terminal station by
receiving the reference signal from the base station,

in which at least one of the plurality of base stations
controls a frequency of transmitting a reference signal for
each component carrier based on the importance of perform-
ing multi-point cooperative transmission and reception in
each component carrier upon carrier aggregation.

The technology described in claim 49 of the present
application provides a radio communication system includ-
ing

aplurality of base stations that transmit a reference signal,
and

a terminal station that performs measurement for deter-
mining a cooperation group that performs multi-point coop-
erative transmission and reception for the terminal station by
receiving the reference signal from the base station,

in which at least one of the plurality of base stations
controls a frequency of transmitting a reference signal for
each component carrier in accordance with frequency of
each component carrier upon carrier aggregation.

20

25

30

40

45

12

The technology described in claim 50 of the present
application provides a radio communication system includ-
ing

a plurality of base stations that transmit a reference signal,
and a terminal station that performs measurement for deter-
mining a cooperation group that performs multi-point coop-
erative transmission and reception for the terminal station by
receiving the reference signal from the base station,

in which at least one of the plurality of base stations
controls a frequency of transmitting a reference signal in
each of component carriers consecutively arranged in terms
of frequency in accordance with the arrangement of the
component carriers in terms of frequency upon carrier
aggregation.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the technology disclosed in the present
specification, it is possible to provide an excellent radio
communication device, radio communication method, and
radio communication system capable of suppressing down-
link and uplink overhead due to reference signals for point
selection and of improving a point selection update fre-
quency.

In addition, according to the technology disclosed in the
present specification, it is possible to provide an excellent
radio communication device, radio communication method,
and radio communication system capable of suppressing
power consumption of a UE terminal that performs refer-
ence signal measurement and of improving a point selection
update frequency.

Other objects, characteristics, and advantages of the tech-
nology disclosed in the present specification will become
apparent from the more detailed description based on exem-
plary embodiments to be described later and the accompa-
nying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram schematically showing a form of
connection of a macro eNodeB and plural RRHs subordinate
thereto.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an example of a communi-
cation sequence in which point selection is performed using
a CSI-RS only in a scenario 4.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing processing procedures for
controlling a CSI-RS transmission cycle based on the num-
ber of UE terminals requiring CoMP.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing an example of a communi-
cation sequence in which measurement for point selection is
performed using both of an SRS and a CSI-RS.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing processing procedures for
feeding measurement results back to eNodeBs by a UE
terminal with a measurement cycle according to a moving
speed of the UE terminal.

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing an example of a communi-
cation sequence in which the eNodeB transmits a CSI-RS
with a predetermined transmission cycle, whereas the UE
terminal receives a CSI-RS with a measurement cycle set by
the UE terminal.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing processing procedures for
eliminating an eNodeB exhibiting a large deterioration in
quality from a CoMP set by controlling a reference signal
measurement frequency.

FIG. 8 is a diagram schematically showing results of
measurement of the quality of each eNodeB by the UE
terminal.
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FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing processing procedures for
searching an eNodeB to be newly added to the CoMP set by
controlling the reference signal measurement frequency.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing an example of distribution
of RRHs existing in cells.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart showing processing procedures for
controlling a frequency of transmitting a CSI-RS from the
eNodeB in accordance with RRH density.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart showing processing procedures for
controlling a frequency of receiving a CSI-RS from the
eNodeB by the UE terminal in accordance with RRH
density.

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing an example of utilization of
secondary carriers as component carriers specialized for
CoMP when carrier aggregation and a CoMP technology are
combined.

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing an example of control of a
CSI-RS transmission frequency in a component carrier in
accordance with frequency when carrier aggregation and a
CoMP technology are combined.

FIG. 15 is a diagram showing an example in which
CSI-RSs are transmitted to only one of a component carrier
1 and a component carrier 2 adjacent to each other on a
frequency axis.

FIG. 16 is a diagram showing an example in which
CSI-RS transmission is shared by the component carrier 1
and the component carrier 2 adjacent to each other on the
frequency axis so that there is no overlap on a time axis and
the frequency axis.

FIG. 17 is a flowchart showing processing procedures for
controlling a CSI-RS transmission cycle of an RRH in
accordance with a usage situation in the CoMP set.

FIG. 18 is a diagram schematically showing an example
of a configuration of a radio communication device 1800
that is operated as a macro eNodeB.

FIG. 19 is a diagram schematically showing an example
of a configuration of a radio communication device 1900
that is operated as a pico eNodeB or a RRH.

FIG. 20 is a diagram schematically showing an example
of a configuration of a radio communication device 2000
that is operated as a UE terminal.

FIG. 21 is a diagram showing a radio frame configuration
of a downlink of LTE.

FIG. 22 is a diagram showing an aspect in which CRSs are
inserted into a sub-frame.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Exemplary embodiments of the technology disclosed in
the present specification will be described in detail with
reference to the drawings.

LTE is a communication method based on an OFDM
modulation method, and OFDMA is employed in a radio
access method of downlink. FIG. 21 shows a radio frame
configuration of a downlink of LTE. As shown in the
drawing, the radio frame is hierarchized into three layers: a
time slot layer, a sub-frame layer, and a radio frame layer in
ascending order of time unit.

A 0.5 millisecond time slot is composed of seven OFDM
symbols (for normal unicast transmission) and becomes a
demodulation processing unit upon reception on the user
side (UE terminal). A 1 millisecond sub-frame is composed
of'two consecutive time slots (fourteen OFDM symbols) and
becomes a transmission time unit of one data packet sub-
jected to correction encoding. A 10 millisecond radio frame
is composed of ten consecutive sub-frames (that is, twenty
time slots) and becomes a basic unit for multiplexing of all
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physical channels. The sub-frame is divided into a control
region PDCCH that is used as a control signal from an
eNodeB and a data region PDSCH that is used as user data.

Each user can perform communication without mutual
interference when using different sub-carriers or different
time slots. In LTE, a minimum unit of radio resource
allocation, called “resource block (RB)” is defined by divid-
ing consecutive sub-carriers into blocks. A scheduler
installed in a base station (eNodeB) allocates radio resources
to respective users in units of resource blocks. The resource
block is composed of twelve sub-carriers multiplied by one
time slot (seven OFDM symbols=0.5 milliseconds). In addi-
tion, up to three OFDM symbols starting from the head of
a sub-frame are used as a control channel, that is, PDCCH.
The scheduler of a base station can allocate resource blocks
for each sub-frame, that is, at intervals of 1 millisecond.
Position information of resource blocks is called scheduling.
Scheduling information of uplinks and that of downlinks are
both written into a control channel of the downlink. Each of
the users can recognize resource blocks allocated to the user
by viewing the control channel.

The 0.5 millisecond time slot is a minimum allocation unit
that can be used by each user. A scheduler installed in a base
station (eNodeB) allocates a time slot that may be used in
units of time slots for each user. In LTE, two communication
systems, i.e., FDD and TDD can be selected. In the case of
TDD, it is possible to select which one of an uplink and a
downlink to use for each sub-frame.

When CoMP is applied to a LTE-based data communi-
cation system, it is important to constitute a CoMP set with
a minimum necessary number of eNodeBs satisfying nec-
essary quality for a UE terminal. In addition, when consid-
ering the movement of the UE terminal, it is desired to
perform dynamic point selection to dynamically update the
CoMP set. When updating the point selection, it is necessary
to consider a reduction in throughput due to the occupancy
of a communication sequence by reference signals in the
system, an increase in uplink overhead due to feedback of
reference signal measurement results from the UE terminal
to the eNodeB, and an increase in power consumption of the
UE terminal associated with the measurement of the refer-
ence signals and the feedback on the measurement results.

Examples of the reference signal that can be used in the
measurement of communication quality of the eNodeB on
the UE terminal side and is transmitted from the eNodeB
include CRS, CSI-RS, and SRS. In general, the measure-
ment of these reference signals can be used for a variety of
purposes. A first purpose is to search an eNodeB of a
handover destination by a UE terminal. When quality of a
serving eNodeB deteriorates, the UE terminal performs
measurement on eNodeBs of adjacent cells in order to
search an eNodeB of the next handover destination. A
second purpose is to acquire channel quality. In this case, the
measurement of reference signals is performed in order to
determine a value of precoding used on the eNodeB side
upon downlink transmission (a weighting factor of an
antenna for performing beam forming), and to assign radio
resources to the respective UE terminals by the schedulers of
the eNodeBs. Obtaining information necessary for point
selection is added as a new object of the measurement of
reference signals.

Here, a cell-specific reference signal (CRS) is a reference
signal that is inserted into a downlink sub-frame, and exists
from Release 8, that is an initial version of LTE. FIG. 22
shows an aspect in which CRSs are inserted into a sub-
frame. In the example shown in FIG. 22, up to three OFDM
symbols starting from the head serve as a PDCCH, and the
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fourth and subsequent OFDM symbols serve as a PDSCH.
In the drawing, resource element parts painted out in black
correspond to CRSs, and the CRSs are inserted into both the
PDCCH and PDSCH regions.

The CRS is transmitted from an eNodeB even when being
not transmitted from user data or an eNodeB of the PDSCH.
This is because it is assumed that the UE terminal always
uses the CRS to acquire synchronization between the UE
terminal and the eNodeB, to perform channel estimation,
and to measure the quality of the eNodeB.

The CRS uses the same place in each eNodeB (that is, a
resource element having the same frequency and the same
time direction) (in FIG. 22, a resource element painted out
in black is commonly used as a CRS insertion place in each
eNodeB). Therefore, it is necessary to secure orthogonality
between the eNodeBs, and a signal that is different in
sequence is used as a CRS for each eNodeB. 504 sequences
exist in total. When the eNodeBs have different cell IDs,
these are also different in CRS sequence. The CRS, called a
cell-specific reference signal, means that it is unique for each
cell.

Since the CRSs are inserted into all the downlink sub-
frames, there is no increase in overhead even when the CRSs
are used as reference signals for point selection.

A channel state information reference signal (CSI-RS) is
a reference signal that is included in a downlink signal. It is
not included in all the sub-frames, but inserted every certain
cycle. For example, a CSI-RS can be set to be transmitted
once per 5 to 80 milliseconds in one sub-frame. The setting
of the cycle can be semi-statically updated through radio
resource control (RRC) signaling.

The CSI-RS is a reference signal that is newly introduced
in Release 10 of 3GPP. In order to perform downlink
communication under an antenna environment of 8x8, it is
necessary to acquire channels from eight antennas, and the
CSI-RS is a reference signal added for this. The UE terminal
can be notified of a place to be used to transmit a CSI-RS
(reference signal) through dedicated signaling for every
eNodeB. Accordingly, the CSI-RS is also a unique signal for
each cell, and can be called a cell-specific signal.

The position of a resource element in which a CSI-RS is
inserted into a sub-frame can also be changed by setting. A
sequence for improving orthogonality between the eNodeBs
is also provided for a signal to be inserted.

A case in which the CSI-RS is used as a reference signal
for point selection will be examined. Since the transmission
cycle can be set in a range of 5 to 80 milliseconds as
described above, the CSI-RS is greatly advantageous in that
the overhead occupied by reference signals can be reduced.
In addition, even when the eNodeBs have the same cell 1D,
the CSI-RS can be allocated to a different place. As in a case
in which CoMP is realized through an integrated control
method, even when the same cell ID is allocated to plural
pico eNodeBs such as RRHs, the UE terminal can perform
measurement by distinguishing the respective RRHs when
CSI-RSs are separately set. Accordingly, the inventors of the
invention think that the CSI-RS is desirable as a reference
signal for point selection.

In addition, a sounding reference signal (SRS) is a refer-
ence signal that is included in an uplink sub-frame, and
exists from Release 8 of 3GPP. The SRS is inserted over the
entire frequency region of the final one among fourteen
OFDM symbols in a corresponding sub-frame. The SRS
insertion cycle can be changed in a range of 2 to 160
milliseconds. The eNodeB acquires an uplink channel state
based on the SRS, and uses the acquired state as information
for scheduling.
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When using the SRS, it is possible to acquire an uplink
channel situation with small overhead. When TDD is
applied, channel reversibility is secured. Whereby, in the
case of TDD, the SRS can be used in order to acquire a
downlink channel situation by the eNodeB.

There are scenarios 1 to 4 as scenarios for realizing
CoMP. In the scenario 1, cells are sectorized to perform the
CoMP between sectors. In addition, in the scenarios 2 to 4,
the CoMP is used using RRHs. However, in the scenario 2,
it is assumed that the RRHs perform transmission with the
same high power as a macro eNodeB, whereas in the
scenarios 3 and 4, it is assumed that the transmission power
of the RRHs is small. In the scenario 3, a unique cell ID is
allocated for each RRH, whereas in the scenario 4, the same
cell ID as the macro eNodeB is allocated to each RRH.

FIG. 1 schematically shows a form of connection of a
macro eNodeB and plural RRHs subordinate thereto, cor-
responding to the scenarios 3 and 4. The RHHs are arranged
at cell edges and the like as a measure for non-sensing. The
macro eNodeB and the respective RHHs (or pico eNodeBs)
are connected by baseband signals using an X2 interface
composed of an optical fiber and the like. The macro
eNodeB performs baseband signal processing and control of
the respective RRHs to perform collective radio resource
control between the cells. The macro eNodeB and the RRHs
simultaneously transmit and receive data to a UE terminal to
perform CoMP.

A reference signal that is used in point selection in the
system shown in FIG. 1 will be considered.

In the scenario 3, the respective RRHs have a unique cell
ID, and are also different in CRS sequence. Accordingly,
even when reference signals are simultaneously transmitted
from the respective RRHs, the UE terminal can individually
acquire quality for each RRH. That is, in the scenario 3, a
CRS can be used as a reference signal for point selection.

In the scenario 4, the respective RRHs have the same cell
ID as the macro eNodeB allocated thereto, and are also the
same in CRS sequence. Therefore, the UE terminal cannot
individually acquire quality for each RRH from the CRSs
simultaneously transmitted from the respective RRHs. That
is, in the scenario 4, it is difficult to use a CRS as a reference
signal for point selection. Therefore, in the scenario 4, a
CSI-RS is expected as a reference signal for point selection.
In that case, it is necessary to allocate a CSI-RS to a different
place for each RRH to individually acquire channel infor-
mation for each RRH on the UE terminal side (as described
above, even when the eNodeBs have the same cell 1D, a
CSI-RS can be allocated to a different place).

In order to dynamically update a CoMP set, that is, in
order to realize dynamic point selection, it is necessary to
frequently evaluate downlink quality between the UE ter-
minal and the respective eNodeBs. However, in order to
frequently perform the evaluation, it is necessary to consider
downlink and uplink overhead due to reference signals and
an increase in power consumption of the UE terminal as
described above.

First Problem when Point Selection is Performed Using
CSI-RS:

CRSs are inserted into all downlink sub-frames. Accord-
ingly, it is advantageous in that the UE terminal can fre-
quently measure the quality of each eNodeB using the CRSs
and a frequency of changing the CoMP set is increased.
However, in the case of the scenario 4, since the macro
eNodeB and the respective RRHs connected thereto have the
same cell ID and transmit the same CRS, individual mea-
surement for each eNode cannot be performed based on the
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CRS. That is, in the scenario 4, it is difficult to use a CRS
as a reference signal for point selection.

In contrast, a CSI-RS can be used as a reference signal for
point selection in the scenario 4. However, due to a long
transmission cycle thereof, the measurement frequency is
reduced, and thus a point selection update frequency is
reduced. A first problem occurs in that when the CSI-RS
transmission cycle is reduced, the measurement frequency is
improved, but the throughput is reduced.

As means 1 for solving the first problem, the UE terminal
uses a CSI-RS as a reference signal for point selection only
in the case of the scenario 4, and uses a CRS as a reference
signal for point selection in the cases of the scenarios 1 to 3
other than the scenario 4.

In order to realize the means 1, the UE terminal wants to
judge which one of a CSI-RS and a CRS is to be used as a
reference signal for point selection, in accordance with
whether a cell where the UE terminal currently exists is
related to the scenario 4 or the scenarios 1 to 3. However, the
UE terminal does not grasp whether the cell where the UE
terminal currently exists is related to the scenario 4 or the
scenarios 1 to 3. Accordingly, a method of designating
performing CSI-RS measurement with respect to a UE
terminal by an eNodeB, or a method of designating the
application of the scenario 4 with respect to a UE terminal
by an eNodeB is considered.

In general, CSI-RSs exist and there is a possibility that
whether the applied scenario is the scenario 3 or the scenario
4 may be changed for each UE terminal. Accordingly, means
for issuing an explicit instruction to the UE terminal from
the eNodeB is provided. Specifically, through RRC signal-
ing, the eNodeB notifies the UE terminal of the fact that the
measurement of a specific cell ID will be performed using a
CSI-RS (that is, a cell ID using a CSI-RS as a reference
signal for point selection).

FIG. 2 shows an example of a communication sequence
in which point selection is performed using a CSI-RS only
in the scenario 4.

Upon measurement for point selection, the eNodeB issues
an instruction to the UE terminal through RRC signaling to
perform measurement for point selection using a CSI-RS
(not CRS) with regard to designated cell IDs to thus perform
feedback (M201).

The UE terminal performs the measurement for point
selection (P201). However, in accordance with the above-
described instruction, the measurement is performed with a
CSI-RS with regard to the designated cell IDs, whereas for
cell IDs not designated, the measurement is performed with
a CRS. The UE terminal provides feedback to the eNodeB
about the results of the measurement of the CRS or the
CSI-RS from the eNodeB of each of the cell IDs (M202).

The eNodeB performs point selection based on the feed-
back information from the UE terminal, and determines a
CoMP set for the UE terminal (P202).

Thereafter, data transmission and reception with the UE
terminal is performed by the CoMP set that reflects the
results of the point selection (M203).

According to the operators, only a single scenario may be
applied to all of the cells (operators using the scenario 4 and
operators using the scenario 3 are mixed). In contrast, one
operator may apply different scenarios for each cell. In these
cases, it is necessary for the UE terminal to perform the
measurement for point selection corresponding to each
scenario.
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Second Problem when Point Selection is Performed
Using CSI-RS:

When the CSI-RS transmission cycle is long, the over-
head is small. However, a second problem occurs in that
when the CSI-RS transmission cycle is reduced in order to
improve the point selection update frequency, the overhead
increases.

As means 2-1 for solving the second problem, the CSI-RS
transmission cycle or transmission frequency is controlled in
accordance with the number of UE terminals requiring
CoMP.

For example, when the CSI-RS transmission cycle is
lengthened, the overhead is reduced and the power con-
sumption on the eNodeB side is also reduced. The CSI-RS
transmission cycle may be lengthened based on the thought
that when the number of UE terminals requiring CoMP is
small, the point selection update frequency may be reduced.

In contrast, when the CSI-RS transmission cycle is short-
ened, the point selection update frequency is improved, and
thus an unnecessary eNodeB can be promptly eliminated
from the CoMP set and the radiation of unnecessary radio
waves to the neighborhood can be reduced. The CSI-RS
transmission cycle may be shortened based on the thought
that when the number of UE terminals requiring CoMP is
small, the load on the eNodeBs that perform the point
selection is small.

In order to realize the means 2-1, for example, means for
grasping the number of UE terminals requiring CoMP and
means for controlling the CSI-RS transmission cycle based
on the number of UE terminals requiring CoMP are provided
on the eNodeB side.

The UE terminals requiring CoMP are considered as UE
terminals existing at cell edges. Therefore, the eNodeBs can
estimate the number of UE terminals requiring CoMP, based
on a timing advantage value and the number of UE terminals
that are judged to be arranged in the distance by the power
control.

FIG. 3 shows processing procedures for controlling the
CSI-RS transmission cycle based on the number of UE
terminals requiring CoMP in a flowchart format.

First, when each RRH grasps the number of UE terminals
existing at cell edges based on a timing advantage value and
power control, the macro eNodeB is notified of the grasped
information (Step S301).

When each RRH grasps the number of UE terminals
requiring CoMP (Step S302), the macro eNodeB determines
a CSI-RS transmission cycle necessary for each RRH based
on the number of terminals (Step S303), and each RRH is
notified of the determined information.

Each RRH transmits a CSI-RS with the transmission
cycle determined by the macro eNodeB (Step S304).

As means 2-2 for solving the second problem, the point
selection update frequency is improved using both of an
SRS and a CSI-RS as a reference signal for point selection.

The SRS is a reference signal that is included in an uplink
sub-frame (described above). When TDD is applied, channel
reversibility is secured. Whereby, the eNodeB can use the
SRS in order to acquire a downlink channel situation.

FIG. 4 shows an example of a communication sequence
in which measurement for point selection is performed using
both of an SRS and a CSI-RS. TDD is applied in the cell.

A CSI-RS is transmitted from the eNodeB with a prede-
termined transmission cycle. The UE terminal performs
measurement for point selection using the CSI-RS, and the
eNodeB is notified of the results of the measurement.

In addition, using an SRS included in a sub-frame of an
uplink from the UE terminal, the eNodeB performs mea-
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surement for point selection. The radio frame of the uplink
from the UE terminal is not particularly limited. For
example, in the measurement, the UE terminal can use an
SRS included in a radio frame that feeds the results of the
measurement for point selection back.

The eNodeB performs point selection based on the results
of the measurement fed back from the UE terminal and the
results of the measurement performed in the eNodeB, and
determines a CoMP set for this UE terminal. Since the
measurement for updating the point selection is dispersed to
both of the UE terminal and the eNodeB, the measurement
load on the UE terminal is reduced. Thereafter, data trans-
mission and reception with the UE terminal is performed by
the CoMP set that reflects the results of the point selection.

When TDD is applied, downlink channel quality can be
specified from an SRS of an uplink. Accordingly, as shown
in FIG. 4, using s SRS and a CSI-RS in combination for
dynamic point selection, downlink overhead is reduced, and
a load on the measurement of the UE terminal can be
suppressed. When a CSI-RS transmission frequency is
increased in order to improve the point selection update
frequency, only downlink overhead increases. However,
when an SRS and a CSI-RS are used in combination,
overhead that is applied to the uplink and the downlink can
be equalized.

In FDD, since uplinks and downlinks are different in
channel, reversibility is not secured. Accordingly, the means
2-2 is effective only in a transmission mode of the TDD.

Third Problem when Point Selection is Performed Using
CSI-RS:

A third problem occurs in that when the UE terminal
meaninglessly performs measurement for point selection,
the power consumption is uselessly increased.

As means 3-1 for solving the third problem, the UE
terminal performs measurement by receiving a reference
signal only when the moving speed of the UE terminal is
high, and thus the point selection update frequency should
be improved.

For example, the UE terminal does not receive all of
CSI-RSs transmitted with a predetermined cycle from the
eNodeBs to perform the measurement. The UE terminal
determines a necessary measurement cycle in accordance
with a moving speed of the UE terminal to selectively
receive CSI-RSs, and feeds the results of the measurement
thereof back to the eNodeBs to perform the point selection.

FIG. 5 shows processing procedures for feeding measure-
ment results back to the eNodeBs by the UE terminal with
a measurement cycle according to the moving speed of the
UE terminal in a flowchart format.

The UE terminal determines a necessary reference signal
measurement cycle based on the moving speed of the UE
terminal (Step S501).

Based on the determined measurement cycle, the UE
terminal performs measurement of reference signals such as
CSI-RSs transmitted with a predetermined cycle from the
eNodeBs (Step S502), and feeds the results of the measure-
ment back to the eNodeBs (Step S503).

FIG. 6 shows an example of a communication sequence
in which the eNodeB transmits a CSI-RS with a predeter-
mined transmission cycle, whereas the UE terminal receives
a CSI-RS with a measurement cycle set by the UE terminal.
From the eNodeB, a CSI-RS is transmitted with a transmis-
sion cycle for, for example, realizing dynamic point selec-
tion with an update frequency desired by an operator. The
UE terminal selectively measures CSI-RSs with a uniquely
set measurement cycle. The UE terminal can set the mea-
surement cycle in accordance with the moving speed of the
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UE terminal as described above. However, the measurement
cycle may be set in consideration of other situations.

In this manner, since the UE terminal performs selective
measurement with a CSI-RS cycle to omit unnecessary
measurement, it is possible to reduce the power consump-
tion of the UE terminal.

As means 3-2 for solving the third problem, the reference
signal measurement frequency is controlled according to the
quality in the CoMP set.

The means 3-2 can be used in a scenario in which an
unnecessary eNodeB is eliminated from the CoMP set. In
this case, only for an eNodeB exhibiting a deterioration in
quality among the eNodeBs in the CoMP set, the UE
terminal raises the reference signal measurement frequency.
For example, the UE terminal selectively measures CSI-RSs
transmitted with a predetermined cycle from the respective
eNodeBs included in the CoMP set with a measurement
cycle set by the UE terminal (that is longer than the
transmission cycle). When there is an eNodeB reaching a
quality deterioration threshold among the eNodeBs of the
CoMP set, the measurement cycle is reduced only for the
eNodeB so that the measurement is frequently performed.
The means 3-2 is similar to the means 3-1 in that the UE
terminal omits unnecessary measurement.

In general handover, the reference signal measurement is
started with a deterioration in quality of a serving eNodeB
as a trigger. In the case of point selection, the reference
signal measurement is performed, but the measurement
frequency is raised for one exhibiting a large deterioration in
quality among the eNodeBs included in the CoMP set.

By controlling the measurement frequency for a specific
eNodeB, for example, it is possible to realize dynamic point
selection in which an eNodeB exhibiting a large deteriora-
tion in quality is eliminated from the CoMP set. FIG. 7
shows processing procedures for eliminating an eNodeB
exhibiting a large deterioration in quality from the CoMP set
by controlling the reference signal measurement frequency
in a flowchart format. In the processing procedures shown in
FIG. 7, two kinds of thresholds, i.e., a threshold 1 for
judging whether to raise the measurement frequency and a
threshold 2 for judging whether to perform elimination from
the CoMP set are used as quality deterioration thresholds.

The UE terminal performs measurement with a measure-
ment cycle set for each eNodeB by using CSI-RSs from the
eNodeBs belonging to the CoMP set (Step S701).

Here, when a fact that the quality of a specific eNodeB
among the eNodeBs of the CoMP set is less than the quality
deterioration threshold 1 is detected (Yes in Step S702), the
UE terminal performs the measurement with a CSI-RS
measurement frequency raised with regard to the eNodeB
(Step S703).

Thereafter, when a fact that the quality of the eNodeB that
was less than the threshold 1 is recovered, and is thus greater
than the threshold 1 is confirmed (Yes in Step S704), the UE
terminal performs the measurement with a CSI-RS measure-
ment frequency reduced with regard to the eNodeB (Step
S707).

However, when a fact that the quality of the eNodeB that
was less than the threshold 1 is not recovered and further less
than the quality deterioration threshold 2 is detected (Yes in
Step S705), the serving eNodeB receiving such a measure-
ment result performs dynamic point selection to eliminate
the eNodeB of which the quality is less than the threshold 2
from the CoMP set (Step S706).

FIG. 8 schematically shows the results of the measure-
ment of the quality of each eNodeB by the UE terminal. In
the example shown in the drawing, the UE terminal per-
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forms CSI-RS measurement on eNodeBs #1 to #3. Since the
quality of the eNodeB#1 is greater than the threshold 1, the
measurement frequency is not raised. In addition, since the
quality of the eNodeB#2 is less than the threshold 2, the
eNodeB#2 is eliminated from the CoMP set through
dynamic point selection. In addition, since the quality of the
eNodeB#3 is less than the threshold 1, but greater than the
threshold 2, the measurement is performed with the raised
measurement frequency.

The means 3-2 can also be used in a scenario in which an
eNodeB to be newly added to the CoMP set is searched. In
this case, the quality of a specific eNodeB does not dete-
riorate, but when the quality is not maintained as a whole
with receiving power of the eNodeBs included in the current
CoMP set, it is necessary to search an eNodeB that is
expected to have higher receiving power, and thus the
measurement frequency is raised.

FIG. 9 shows processing procedures for searching an
eNodeB to be newly added to the CoMP set by controlling
the reference signal measurement frequency in a flowchart
format.

The UE terminal performs measurement with a CSI-RS
corresponding to a new eNodeB while performing measure-
ment for point selection using CSI-RSs corresponding to the
respective eNodeBs included in the CoMP set (Step S901).

Here, when receiving quality of the UE terminal perform-
ing the CoMP is equal to or less than a predetermined
threshold (Yes in Step S902), the UE terminal increases the
measurement frequency for the new eNodeB (Step S903).

In contrast, when the receiving quality of the UE terminal
performing the CoMP exceeds a predetermined threshold
(No in Step S902), the UE terminal reduces the measure-
ment frequency for the new eNodeB (Step S904).

As means 3-3 for solving the third problem, the frequency
of measuring a reference signal for point selection is con-
trolled on the eNodeB side, or the frequency of measuring
a reference signal is controlled on the UE terminal side in
accordance with the number of base stations existing in an
area to which the UE terminal is moved.

For example, when the UE terminal is moved to an area
in which there is a large number of base stations for
performing the CoMP, the cycle of CSI-RS transmission
from the eNodeB is reduced, and the measurement fre-
quency is raised on the UE terminal side. In contrast, when
the UE terminal is moved to an area in which there is a small
number of base stations for performing the CoMP, the cycle
of CSI-RS transmission from the eNodeB is lengthened, and
the measurement frequency is reduced on the UE terminal
side.

FIG. 10 shows an example of distribution of RRHs
existing in cells. When there is a large number of RRHs, that
is, base stations for performing CoMP as in the cell shown
on the right side of FIG. 10, RRHs necessary for performing
CoMP are changed even with a small movement of the UE
terminal. Therefore, it is necessary to improve the point
selection update frequency, and the measurement frequency
is raised on the UE terminal side. In contrast, when the
number of RRHs, that is, base stations for performing CoMP
is small as in the cell shown on the left side of FIG. 10, base
stations necessary for performing CoMP are rarely changed
with a movement of the UE terminal, and thus it is not
necessary to raise the point selection update frequency.

FIG. 11 shows processing procedures for controlling a
frequency of transmitting a CSI-RS from the eNodeB in
accordance with RRH density in a flowchart format.

The macro eNodeB acquires arrangement information of
RRHs in its own cell (Step S1101).
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The macro eNodeB issues an instruction related to the
CSI-RS transmission frequency to each RRH in consider-
ation of the RRH density in its own cell (Step S1102).

The RRH transmits a CSI-RS with the transmission
frequency instructed from the macro eNodeB (Step S1103).

FIG. 12 shows processing procedures for controlling a
frequency of receiving a CSI-RS from the eNodeB by the
UE terminal in accordance with RRH density in a flowchart
format.

When acquiring arrangement information of RRHs in its
own cell (Step S1201), the macro eNodeB notifies each
RRH in its own cell of RRH density (Step S1202).

Each RRH further notifies the UE terminal of the notified
RRH density (Step S1203).

The UE terminal determines a frequency of receiving a
CSI-RS based on the notified RRH density to perform
measurement for point selection (Step S1204).

Fourth Problem when Point Selection is Performed Using
CSI-RS:

A carrier aggregation technology is introduced to LTE.
The carrier aggregation can realize bandwidth extension by
performing communication by simultaneously using plural
carriers, called component carriers. For example, five com-
ponent carriers having a 20 MHz bandwidth are bundled
together to perform communication at a bandwidth of 20
MHzx5=100 MHz.

When the system is utilized using a combination of the
carrier aggregation and the above-described CoMP technol-
ogy, the channel is different for each component carrier, and
thus it is assumed that the respective component carriers are
totally different in CoMP application situation. That is,
whether CoMP is applied is different for each component
carrier, and the configuration of eNodeBs included in a
CoMP set is also different even when the CoMP is applied.
However, a fourth problem occurs in that when the mea-
surement frequency for point selection is uniform in the
respective component carriers, wastefulness occurs.

As means 4-1 for solving the fourth problem, the fre-
quency of transmitting a CSI-RS is controlled in accordance
with a degree of CoMP recommendation with respect to
each component carrier. That is, in the means 4-1, in the case
of'a component carrier recommending CoMP, the frequency
of transmitting a CSI-RS is increased.

Among the plural component carriers, one primary carrier
is referred to as “primary carrier”, and one or more other
carriers are referred to as “secondary carriers”. Here, from
the viewpoint of protection of the primary carrier, CoMP is
not recommended for the primary carrier. In other words, the
secondary carriers are utilized as component carriers spe-
cialized for CoMP (see FIG. 13). The CSI-RS transmission
frequency of the secondary component carriers, rather than
the primary component carrier, is increased.

In addition, from the viewpoint of data offload, when
CoMP in a component carrier 1 is crowded and CoMP in a
component carrier 2 is thus to be increased, the frequency of
transmitting a CSI-RS that is transmitted by the component
carrier 2 is increased.

As means 4-2 for solving the fourth problem, the fre-
quency of transmitting a CSI-RS is controlled in accordance
with a change in the channels of the component carriers. A
component carrier of high frequency has a larger channel
change than a component carrier of low frequency. Accord-
ingly, in the component carrier of high frequency, a higher
CSI-RS transmission frequency is set than in the component
carrier of low frequency (see FIG. 14).

As means 4-3 for solving the fourth problem, component
carriers adjacent to each other on the frequency axis share
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reference signal measurement results to reduce the fre-
quency of transmitting a CSI-RS over the entire system.

In the carrier aggregation, component carriers that are
consecutively arranged on the frequency axis, or component
carriers that are arranged adjacent to each other may have
remarkably similar channel information. In many cases, at
least the quality of the entire eNodeBs is sufficient when
measured in any one of the component carriers.

For example, when the component carrier 1 and the
component carrier 2 are adjacent to each other on the
frequency axis, as shown in FIG. 15, only the component
carrier 1 transmits CSI-RSs, the other component carrier 2
transmits no CSI-RSs, and the measurement results in the
component carrier 2 are used.

Otherwise, when the component carrier 1 and the com-
ponent carrier 2 are adjacent to each other on the frequency
axis, as shown in FIG. 16, the component carrier 1 and the
component carrier 2 may share the transmission of CSI-RSs
so that the CSI-RSs do not overlap on the time axis and the
frequency axis.

Fifth Problem when Point Selection is Performed Using
CSI-RS:

When the number of RRHs belonging to the macro
eNodeB is large and the respective RRHs transmit CSI-RSs,
a fifth problem occurs in that overhead increases due to the
CSI-RSs, and thus downlink throughput is reduced.

As means 5 for solving the fifth problem, the CSI-RS
transmission cycle of the RRH is controlled in accordance
with a usage situation in the CoMP set.

Even RRHs or eNodeBs belonging to the same CoMP set
can be divided into RRHs that are normally included in the
CoMP set and RRHs that are rarely included in the CoMP
set by measurement by the UE terminal. The CSI-RSs of the
RRHs that are normally used by the CoMP should be
transmitted with a short cycle, and the CSI-RSs of the
eNodeBs that are rarely used in the CoMP should be
transmitted with a long cycle.

For example, the serving eNodeB may count the number
of UE terminals that are in a radio link control-connected
(that is, RRC-connected) state with the respective RRHs to
set a CSI-RS transmission frequency for each RRH in
accordance with the number of UE terminals that are in a
radio link control-connected state.

FIG. 17 shows processing procedures for controlling the
CSI-RS transmission cycle of the RRH in accordance with
a usage situation in the CoMP set in a flowchart format.

The macro eNodeB acquires the number of UE terminals
that are in a radio link control-connected (that is, RRC-
connected) state (Step S1701).

When the CSI-RS transmission frequency is set for each
RRH in accordance with the number of UE terminals that are
in a radio link control-connected state (Step S1702), the
macro eNodeB notifies each RRH of the set CSI-RS trans-
mission frequency (Step S1703).

Device Configuration

FIG. 18 schematically shows an example of a configura-
tion of a radio communication device 1800 that is operated
as a macro eNodeB in the radio communication system
(FIG. 1) according to this exemplary embodiment. In FIG.
18, functional modules that perform basic operations as a
macro eNodeB, such as radio resource management in the
macro cell, transmission of various reference signals, RRC
signaling to the UE terminal, and measurement of a refer-
ence signal SRS included in a radio frame of an uplink from
the UE terminal, are appropriately omitted.

The radio communication device 1800 is provided with a
RF communication processing part 1801 that performs ana-
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log processing of radio signals that are transmitted and
received by an antenna and a digital communication pro-
cessing part 1802 that performs modulation processing of
digital transmission signals and demodulation processing of
digital reception signals. The digital communication pro-
cessing part 1802 exchanges transmission and reception data
with an upper layer protocol of a communication layer of the
device 1800. In addition, the digital communication pro-
cessing part 1802 communicates with other eNodeBs
through an X2 interface, a serving gateway (S-GW), and a
mobility management entity (MME). In addition, the digital
communication processing part 1802 performs baseband
signal processing and control of the respective RRHs sub-
ordinate to the device 1800 through the X2 interface.

A RRH information acquisition part 1803 acquires, from
each RRH, information related to the RRH subordinate to
the device 1800 using the X2 interface such as an optical
fiber. The RRH information acquisition part 1803 acquires,
from each RRH, information necessary for realizing the
above-described means 2-1, 3-3, and 6. Examples of the
acquired information include the number of UE terminals
that are in a radio link control-connected (that is, RRC-
connected) state with the RRHs, and the RRH density in its
own cell.

A transmission frequency control part 1804 controls the
CSI-RS transmission frequency of each RRH subordinate to
the device 1800. The transmission frequency control part
1804 functions as any of the above-described means 2-1,
2-2,3-3,4-1, 4-2, 4-3, and 5.

A carrier determination part 1805 determines the impor-
tance of performing CoMP for each component carrier upon
carrier aggregation. The carrier determination part 1805
performs determination for judging a component carrier that
will use CoMP (or that are recommended to use CoMP) in
the realization of the above-described means 5-1.

A notification part 1806 notifies each pico eNodeB (in-
cluding RRH) subordinate to the device 1800 of the CSI-RS
transmission frequency determined by the transmission fre-
quency control part 1804. If necessary, the notification part
1806 notifies the UE terminal belonging to the pico eNodeB
of the CSI-RS measurement frequency and the like. In the
realization of the above-described means 2-1, 3-3, 4-1, 4-2,
4-3, and 5, the notification part 1806 performs notification to
the corresponding pico eNodeB. In addition, in the realiza-
tion of the above-described means 1 and 3-3, the notification
part 1806 performs necessary notification to the UE termi-
nal.

As a result of the notification of the notification part 1806,
the radio communication device 1800 can acquire results of
the CSI-RS measurement, that is, feedback for point selec-
tion from the UE terminal with desired frequency. A point
selection part 1807 configures a CoMP set with a minimum
necessary number of eNodeBs satisfying necessary quality
for the UE terminal based on the feedback information. In
addition, the point selection part 1807 performs point selec-
tion based on both of the feedback information from the UE
terminal and results of the measurement of SRSs included in
an uplink from the UE terminal to realize the above-
described means 2-2.

FIG. 19 schematically shows an example of a configura-
tion of a radio communication device 1900 that is operated
as a pico eNodeB or a RRH in the radio communication
system (FIG. 1) according to this exemplary embodiment. In
FIG. 19, functional modules that perform basic operations as
a pico eNodeB, such as radio resource management in the
pico cell and RRC signaling to the UE terminal, are appro-
priately omitted.
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The radio communication device 1900 is provided with a
RF communication processing part 1901 that performs ana-
log processing of radio signals that are transmitted and
received by an antenna and a digital communication pro-
cessing part 1902 that performs modulation processing of
digital transmission signals and demodulation processing of
digital reception signals. The digital communication pro-
cessing part 1902 exchanges transmission and reception data
with an upper layer protocol of a communication layer of the
device 1900. In addition, the digital communication pro-
cessing part 1902 communicates with other eNodeBs
through an X2 interface, a serving gateway (S-GW), and a
mobility management entity (MME). When the radio com-
munication device 1900 is a RRH, the baseband signal
processing and control are performed under control of the
macro eNodeB through the X2 interface.

A transmission frequency control part 1903 controls a
frequency of transmitting a CSI-RS from the device 1900.
The transmission frequency control part 1903 contributes to
the realization of the above described means 2-1, 2-2, 3-3,
4-1, 4-2, 4-3, and 4 by determining a CSI-RS transmission
frequency in accordance with a notification from a macro
eNodeB (serving macro eNodeB) to which the device 1900
is subordinate.

A measurement frequency notification part 1904 contrib-
utes to the realization of the above-described means 1 and
3-3 by issuing an instruction related to the CSI-RS mea-
surement frequency to the UE terminal belonging to the
device 1900 in response to the CSI-RS transmission fre-
quency determined by the transmission frequency control
part 1903.

A setting information acquisition part 1905 acquires,
through the X2 interface, various information set by the
serving eNodeB with respect to the device 1900, such as a
frequency of transmitting a CSI-RS from the device 1900.

FIG. 20 schematically shows an example of a configura-
tion of a radio communication device 2000 that is operated
as a UE terminal in the radio communication system (FIG.
1) according to this exemplary embodiment. In FIG. 20,
functional modules that perform basic operations as a UE
terminal are appropriately omitted.

The radio communication device 2000 is provided with a
RF communication processing part 2001 that performs ana-
log processing of radio signals that are transmitted and
received by an antenna and a digital communication pro-
cessing part 2002 that performs modulation processing of
digital transmission signals and demodulation processing of
digital reception signals. The digital communication pro-
cessing part 2002 exchanges transmission and reception data
with an upper layer protocol of a communication layer of the
device 2000.

A measurement frequency control part 2003 controls a
frequency of measuring a reference signal for point selection
such as a CSI-RS in the device 2000. For example, the
measurement frequency control part 2003 controls a fre-
quency of measuring a CSI-RS in response to a moving
speed of the device 2000, to realize the above-described
means 3-1. In addition, the measurement frequency control
part 2003 controls a frequency of measuring a CSI-RS from
each eNode in a CoMP set based on communication quality,
to realize the above-described means 3-2. In addition, the
measurement frequency control part 2003 performs control
so that a CRS is measured in the scenario 3 and a CSI-RS
is measured in the scenario 4 for point selection, to realize
the above-described means 1.

A measurement frequency information acquisition part
2004 acquires information related to the setting of the
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CSI-RS measurement frequency from an eNodeB (serving
pico eNodeB) to which the device 2000 belongs. In addition,
the measurement frequency information acquisition part
2004 acquires, as information related to the measurement
frequency, information for identifying a scenario that is
applied in the cell. The CSI-RS measurement is performed
in accordance with the measurement frequency acquired by
the measurement frequency information acquisition part
2004 to contribute to the realization of the above-described
means 1 and 3-3.

A reference signal measurement part 2005 performs mea-
surement of a reference signal for point selection such as a
CSI-RS, based on the measurement frequency determined
by the measurement frequency control part 2003 or the
measurement frequency acquired by the measurement fre-
quency information acquisition part 2004. In addition, the
reference signal measurement part 2005 realizes the above-
described means 1 by reference signal switching in which
measurement for point selection is performed using a CRS
in the scenario 3 and is performed using a CSI-RS in the
scenario 4. The results of the measurement by the reference
signal measurement part 2005 are transmitted to the serving
pico eNodeB through the digital communication processing
part 2002 and the RF communication processing part 2001.

As described above, according to this exemplary embodi-
ment, it is possible to improve a point selection update
frequency while suppressing overhead of reference signals
for point selection. As a result, it is possible to effectively
obtain an improvement in throughput of the cell, that is, the
communication system.

The technology disclosed in the present specification may
employ the following configurations.

(1) A radio communication device including a measure-
ment control part that sets a reference signal kind to be
measured to determine a cooperation group that performs
multi-point cooperative transmission and reception for the
device, and a reference signal measurement part that mea-
sures a reference signal, that is transmitted from each base
station, of the kind set by the measurement control part to
determine the cooperation group.

(2) The radio communication device according to (1), in
which the measurement control part sets a reference signal
kind to be measured to determine the cooperation group in
accordance with a scenario that is applied in a current cell.

(3) The radio communication device according to (2), in
which each base station transmits a first reference signal that
can be allocated to a place differing between base stations
having the same cell identifier and that has an adjustable
transmission cycle, and a second reference signal that uses
the same place in base stations having the same cell iden-
tifier, and the measurement control part sets the first refer-
ence signal for use in measurement for determining the
cooperation group in a first scenario in which the same cell
identifier is allocated to each base station subordinate to the
same large base station, and sets the second reference signal
for use in measurement for determining the cooperation
group in a second scenario in which a unique cell identifier
is allocated for each base station even subordinate to the
same large base station.

(4) The radio communication device according to (1), in
which the measurement control part sets a reference signal
kind to be measured to determine the cooperation group
based on a notification from the base station.

(5) The radio communication device according to (4), in
which each base station transmits a first reference signal that
can be allocated to a place differing between base stations
having the same cell identifier and that has an adjustable
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transmission cycle, and a second reference signal that uses
the same place in base stations having the same cell iden-
tifier, and the measurement control part sets the first refer-
ence signal for use in measurement for determining the
cooperation group with regard to a base station having a
specific cell identifier notified by the base station, and sets
the second reference signal for use in measurement for
determining the cooperation group with regard to a base
station having another cell identifier.

(6) A radio communication device including a reference
signal transmission part that transmits a first reference signal
that can be allocated to a place differing between base
stations having the same cell identifier and that has an
adjustable transmission cycle, and a second reference signal
that uses the same place in base stations having the same cell
identifier, and a notification part that notifies a terminal
belonging to the device of a cell identifier for which mea-
surement for determining a cooperation group is to be
performed using the first reference signal in accordance with
a scenario that is applied in a current cell.

(7) The radio communication device according to (6), in
which in a scenario in which the same cell identifier is
allocated to each base station subordinate to the same large
base station, the notification part notifies a terminal belong-
ing to the device of a cell identifier for which measurement
for determining a cooperation group is to be performed
using the first reference signal.

(8) A radio communication device including a subordinate
base station information acquisition part that acquires infor-
mation on base stations subordinate to the device, a trans-
mission frequency control part that controls a frequency of
transmitting a reference signal for determining a cooperation
group that performs multi-point cooperative transmission
and reception based on the information on base stations
acquired by the subordinate base station information acqui-
sition part, and a notification part that notifies each base
station of the control information obtained by the transmis-
sion frequency control part.

(9) The radio communication device according to (8), in
which the subordinate base station information acquisition
part acquires information related to the number of terminals
requiring the multi-point cooperative transmission and
reception from the base stations subordinate to the device,
and the transmission frequency control part controls the
frequency of transmitting a reference signal in accordance
with the number of terminals requiring the multi-point
cooperative transmission and reception.

(10) The radio communication device according to (9), in
which the transmission frequency control part lengthens a
cycle of transmitting a reference signal when the number of
terminals requiring the multi-point cooperative transmission
and reception is small.

(11) A radio communication device including a reference
signal transmission part that transmits a first reference
signal, a feedback information acquisition part that acquires
feedback on results of measurement of the first reference
signal from a terminal, a measurement part that measures a
reference signal to measure a second reference signal trans-
mitted from the terminal, and a point selection part that
determines a cooperation group that performs multi-point
cooperative transmission and reception for a terminal station
based on results of the measurement of the measurement
part.

(12) The radio communication device according to (11),
in which when TDD is applied, the point selection part
determines a cooperation group that performs multi-point
cooperative transmission and reception for a terminal station
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based on the feedback information acquired by the feedback
information acquisition part and results of the measurement
of the measurement part.

(13) A radio communication device including a reference
signal measurement part that measures a reference signal
transmitted from each base station to determine a coopera-
tion group that performs multi-point cooperative transmis-
sion and reception for the device, and a measurement
frequency control part that controls a frequency of perform-
ing measurement in the reference signal measurement part
based on a moving speed of the device.

(14) The radio communication device according to (13),
in which the measurement frequency control part allows
measurement in the reference signal measurement part to be
performed only when the moving speed of the device is
high.

(15) A radio communication device including a reference
signal measurement part that measures a reference signal
transmitted from each base station to determine a coopera-
tion group that performs multi-point cooperative transmis-
sion and reception for the device, and a measurement
frequency control part that controls a frequency of the
measurement for each base station in the reference signal
measurement part based on results of the measurement in the
reference signal measurement part.

(16) The radio communication device according to (15),
in which based on the results of the measurement in the
reference signal measurement part, the measurement fre-
quency control part increases the measurement frequency
for a base station in which a deterioration in communication
quality is detected.

(17) The radio communication device according to (15),
in which the measurement frequency control part increases
the measurement frequency for a new base station that is not
included in the cooperation group when a base station
exhibiting a deterioration in communication quality is
detected in the cooperation group.

(18) The radio communication device according to (8), in
which the subordinate base station information acquisition
part acquires arrangement information of the base stations
subordinate to the device, and the transmission frequency
control part controls the frequency of transmitting a refer-
ence signal in accordance with density of the base stations
subordinate to the device.

(19) The radio communication device according to (18),
in which the transmission frequency control part increases
the frequency of transmitting a reference signal in an area in
which the density of the base stations subordinate to the
device is high.

(20) A radio communication device including a base
station information acquisition part that acquires arrange-
ment information of base stations that can be included in a
cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception for the device, a measurement
frequency control part that controls a frequency of measur-
ing a reference signal from a base station based on the
acquired base station arrangement information, to determine
the cooperation group, and a reference signal measurement
part that measures a reference signal from a base station in
accordance with the frequency controlled by the measure-
ment frequency control part.

(21) The radio communication device according to (20),
in which the measurement frequency control part increases
the frequency of measuring a reference signal in an area in
which density of the base stations that can be included in the
cooperation group is high.
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(22) A radio communication device including a carrier
determination part that determines the importance of per-
forming multi-point cooperative transmission and reception
for each component carrier upon carrier aggregation, a
transmission frequency control part that controls a frequency
of transmitting a reference signal for determining a coop-
eration group that performs multi-point cooperative trans-
mission and reception in each component carrier based on
results of the determination in the carrier determination part,
and a notification part that notifies each base station of the
control information obtained by the transmission frequency
control part.

(23) The radio communication device according to (22),
in which the transmission frequency control part increases
the frequency of transmitting a reference signal in a com-
ponent carrier of high importance of performing the multi-
point cooperative transmission and reception.

(24) A radio communication device including a transmis-
sion frequency control part that controls a frequency of
transmitting a reference signal for determining a cooperation
group that performs multi-point cooperative transmission
and reception in each component carrier in accordance with
frequency upon carrier aggregation, and a notification part
that notifies each base station of the control information
obtained by the transmission frequency control part.

(25) The radio communication device according to (24),
in which the transmission frequency control part increases
the frequency of transmitting a reference signal in a com-
ponent carrier of high frequency.

(26) A radio communication device including a transmis-
sion frequency control part that controls a frequency of
transmitting a reference signal for determining a cooperation
group that performs multi-point cooperative transmission
and reception in each component carrier in accordance with
arrangement in terms of frequency upon carrier aggregation,
and a notification part that notifies each base station of the
control information obtained by the transmission frequency
control part.

(27) The radio communication device according to (26),
in which the transmission frequency control part allows a
reference signal to be transmitted to only one of component
carriers consecutively arranged in terms of frequency.

(28) The radio communication device according to (26),
in which the transmission frequency control part allows a
reference signal to be transmitted so that there is no overlap
in terms of time and frequency in respective component
carriers consecutively arranged in terms of frequency.

(29) The radio communication device according to (8), in
which the subordinate base station information acquisition
part acquires information related to the number of terminals
that are in a radio link control-connected state with the
respective base stations subordinate to the device, and the
transmission frequency control part controls the frequency
of transmitting a reference signal by the respective base
stations subordinate to the device in accordance with the
number of terminals that are in a radio link control-con-
nected state.

(30) The radio communication device according to (29),
in which the transmission frequency control part increases
the frequency of transmitting a reference signal from a base
station having a large number of terminals that are in a radio
link control-connected state.

(31) A radio communication method including a measure-
ment control step of setting a reference signal kind to be
measured to determine a cooperation group that performs
multi-point cooperative transmission and reception for the
device, and a reference signal measurement step of measur-
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ing a reference signal, that is transmitted from each base
station, of the kind set in the measurement control step to
determine the cooperation group.

(32) A radio communication method including a reference
signal transmission step of transmitting a first reference
signal that can be allocated to a place differing between base
stations having the same cell identifier and that has an
adjustable transmission cycle, and a second reference signal
that uses the same place in base stations having the same cell
identifier, and a notification step of notifying a terminal
belonging to the device of a cell identifier for which mea-
surement for determining a cooperation group is to be
performed using the first reference signal in accordance with
a scenario that is applied in a current cell.

(33) A radio communication method including a subor-
dinate base station information acquisition step of acquiring
information on base stations subordinate to the device, a
transmission frequency control step of controlling a fre-
quency of transmitting a reference signal for determining a
cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception based on the information on base
stations acquired in the subordinate base station information
acquisition step, and a notification step of notifying each
base station of the control information obtained by the
transmission frequency control step.

(34) A radio communication method including a feedback
information acquisition step of acquiring feedback on results
of measurement of a first reference signal from a terminal,
a measurement step of measuring a reference signal to
measure a second reference signal transmitted from the
terminal, and a point selection step of determining a coop-
eration group that performs multi-point cooperative trans-
mission and reception for a terminal station based on the
feedback information acquired in the feedback information
acquisition step and results of the measurement in the
measurement step.

(35) A radio communication method including a measure-
ment frequency control step of controlling a frequency of
measuring a reference signal transmitted from each base
station based on a moving speed of the device, and a
reference signal measurement step of measuring a reference
signal to determine a cooperation group that performs multi-
point cooperative transmission and reception for the device
in accordance with the frequency controlled in the measure-
ment frequency control step.

(36) A radio communication method including a reference
signal measurement step of measuring a reference signal
transmitted from each base station to determine a coopera-
tion group that performs multi-point cooperative transmis-
sion and reception for the device, and a measurement
frequency control step of controlling a frequency of the
measurement for each base station in the reference signal
measurement part based on results of the measurement in the
reference signal measurement step.

(37) A radio communication method including a base
station information acquisition step of acquiring arrange-
ment information of base stations that can be included in a
cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception for the device, a measurement
frequency control step of controlling a frequency of mea-
suring a reference signal from a base station based on the
acquired base station arrangement information, to determine
the cooperation group, and a reference signal measurement
step of measuring a reference signal from a base station in
accordance with the frequency controlled in the measure-
ment frequency control step.
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(38) A radio communication method including a carrier
determination step of determining the importance of per-
forming multi-point cooperative transmission and reception
for each component carrier upon carrier aggregation, a
transmission frequency control step of controlling a fre-
quency of transmitting a reference signal for determining a
cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception in each component carrier based
on results of the determination in the carrier determination
step, and a notification step of notifying each base station of
the control information obtained by the transmission fre-
quency control step.

(39) A radio communication method including a trans-
mission frequency control step of controlling a frequency of
transmitting a reference signal for determining a cooperation
group that performs multi-point cooperative transmission
and reception in each component carrier in accordance with
frequency upon carrier aggregation, and a notification step
of notifying each base station of the control information
obtained by the transmission frequency control step.

(40) A radio communication method including a trans-
mission frequency control step of controlling a frequency of
transmitting a reference signal for determining a cooperation
group that performs multi-point cooperative transmission
and reception in each component carrier in accordance with
arrangement in terms of frequency upon carrier aggregation,
and a notification step of notifying each base station of the
control information obtained by the transmission frequency
control step.

(41) A radio communication system including a plurality
of'base stations that transmit a plurality of kinds of reference
signals, respectively, and a terminal station that performs
reference signal measurement by setting a reference signal
kind to be measured to determine a cooperation group that
performs multi-point cooperative transmission and reception
for the terminal station.

(42) A radio communication system including a plurality
of base stations that transmit a first reference signal that can
be allocated to a place differing between base stations having
the same cell identifier and that has an adjustable transmis-
sion cycle, and a second reference signal that uses the same
place in base stations having the same cell identifier, and a
terminal station that performs measurement for determining
a cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception for the terminal station by receiv-
ing a reference signal, in which at least one of the plurality
of base stations notifies a terminal station belonging thereto
of a cell identifier for which the measurement for determin-
ing the cooperation group is to be performed using the first
reference signal.

(43) A radio communication system including a plurality
of base stations that transmit a reference signal, and a
terminal station that performs measurement for determining
a cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception for the terminal station by receiv-
ing the reference signal from the base station, in which at
least one of the plurality of base stations controls a fre-
quency of transmitting a reference signal from each base
station based on information acquired from a base station
subordinate to the terminal station.

(44) A radio communication system including a plurality
of base stations that transmit a first reference signal, and a
terminal station that performs measurement for determining
a cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception for the terminal station by receiv-
ing the first reference signal to give feedback to the base
station and to transmit a second reference signal, in which at
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least one of the plurality of base stations determines the
cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception for the terminal station based on
the feedback information from the terminal station and
results of measurement of the second reference signal
therein.

(45) A radio communication system including a plurality
of base stations that transmit a reference signal, and a
terminal station that performs measurement for determining
a cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception for the terminal station by receiv-
ing the reference signal with a frequency according to a
moving speed of the terminal station.

(46) A radio communication system including a plurality
of base stations that transmit a reference signal, and a
terminal station that performs measurement for determining
a cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception for the terminal station by receiv-
ing the reference signal from the base station, in which the
terminal station controls a measurement frequency for each
base station based on results of the measurement of the
reference signal from each base station.

(47) A radio communication system including a plurality
of base stations that transmit a reference signal, and a
terminal station that performs measurement for determining
a cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception for the terminal station by receiv-
ing the reference signal from the base station, in which the
terminal station controls a frequency of measuring the
reference signal from the base station based on arrangement
information of the base stations which can be included in the
cooperation group.

(48) A radio communication system including a plurality
of base stations that transmit a reference signal, and a
terminal station that performs measurement for determining
a cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception for the terminal station by receiv-
ing the reference signal from the base station, in which at
least one of the plurality of base stations controls a fre-
quency of transmitting a reference signal for each compo-
nent carrier based on the importance of performing multi-
point cooperative transmission and reception in each
component carrier upon carrier aggregation.

(49) A radio communication system including a plurality
of base stations that transmit a reference signal, and a
terminal station that performs measurement for determining
a cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception for the terminal station by receiv-
ing the reference signal from the base station, in which at
least one of the plurality of base stations controls a fre-
quency of transmitting a reference signal for each compo-
nent carrier in accordance with frequency of each compo-
nent carrier upon carrier aggregation.

(50) A radio communication system including a plurality
of base stations that transmit a reference signal, and a
terminal station that performs measurement for determining
a cooperation group that performs multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception for the terminal station by receiv-
ing the reference signal from the base station, in which at
least one of the plurality of base stations controls a fre-
quency of transmitting a reference signal in each of com-
ponent carriers consecutively arranged in terms of frequency
in accordance with the arrangement of the component car-
riers in terms of frequency upon carrier aggregation.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

As described above, the technology disclosed in the
present specification has been described in detail with ref-
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erence to the specific exemplary embodiments. However, it
is obvious for those skilled in the art that the exemplary
embodiments can be modified or substituted without depart-
ing from the gist of the technology disclosed in the present
specification.

In the present specification, the description has focused on
the exemplary embodiments applied to a cellular commu-
nication system according to LTE designed by 3GPP, but the
gist of the technology disclosed in the present specification
is not limited thereto. The technology disclosed in the
present specification can similarly be applied to various
cellular communication systems to which a technology for
simultaneously transmitting and receiving data to a terminal
by cooperation of plural base stations is applied.

In summary, the technology disclosed in the present
specification has been described in the form of exemplifi-
cation and the content described in the present specification
should not be interpreted restrictively. In order to judge the
gist of the technology disclosed in the present specification,
the claim should be taken into consideration.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1800 RADIO COMMUNICATION DEVICE (macro eNo-
deB)

1801 RF COMMUNICATION PROCESSING PART

1802 DIGITAL COMMUNICATION PROCESSING PART

1803 RRH INFORMATION ACQUISITION PART

1804 TRANSMISSION FREQUENCY CONTROL PART

1805 CARRIER DETERMINATION PART

1806 NOTIFICATION PART

1807 POINT SELECTION PART

1900 RADIO COMMUNICATION DEVICE (pico eNodeB
or RRH)

1901 RF COMMUNICATION PROCESSING PART

1902 DIGITAL COMMUNICATION PROCESSING PART

1903 TRANSMISSION FREQUENCY CONTROL PART

1904 MEASUREMENT FREQUENCY NOTIFICATION
PART

1905 SETTING INFORMATION ACQUISITION PART

2000 RADIO COMMUNICATION DEVICE (UE terminal)

2001 RF COMMUNICATION PROCESSING PART

2002 DIGITAL COMMUNICATION PROCESSING PART

2003 MEASUREMENT FREQUENCY CONTROL PART

2004 MEASUREMENT FREQUENCY INFORMATION
ACQUISITION PART

2005 REFERENCE SIGNAL MEASUREMENT PART

The invention claimed is:

1. A radio communication device comprising:

a subordinate base station information acquisition part
configured to acquire information related to a number
of terminals requiring a multi-point cooperative trans-
mission and reception from base stations subordinate to
the radio communication device;

a transmission frequency control part configured to con-
trol a frequency of transmitting a reference signal by
the base stations, for determining a cooperation group
configured to perform the multi-point cooperative
transmission and reception, based on the number of
terminals requiring the multipoint cooperative trans-
mission and reception; and

a notification part configured to notify each base station of
control information obtained by the transmission fre-
quency control part.

2. The radio communication device according to claim 1,

wherein the transmission frequency control part is config-
ured to lengthen a cycle of transmitting the reference signal
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in an event of the number of terminals requiring the multi-

point cooperative transmission and reception is small.

3. The radio communication device according to claim 1,

wherein the subordinate base station information acqui-
sition part is configured to acquire arrangement infor-
mation of the base stations subordinate to the radio
communication device, and

wherein the transmission frequency control part is con-
figured to control the frequency of transmitting the
reference signal in accordance with density of the base
stations subordinate to the radio communication
device.

4. The radio communication device according to claim 3,
wherein the transmission frequency control part is config-
ured to increase the frequency of transmitting the reference
signal in an area in which the density of the base stations
subordinate to the radio communication device is high.

5. A radio communication device comprising:

a reference signal measurement part configured to mea-
sure a reference signal transmitted from each base
station to determine a cooperation group that performs
multi-point cooperative transmission and reception for
the radio communication device; and

a measurement frequency control part configured to con-
trol a frequency of the measurement for each base
station in the reference signal measurement part based
on results of the measurement in the reference signal
measurement part,
wherein the frequency of measurement for a new base

station that is not included in the cooperation group
is increased in an event of a base station exhibiting
a deterioration in communication quality is detected
in the cooperation group.

6. The radio communication device according to claim 5,
wherein based on the results of the measurement in the
reference signal measurement part, the measurement fre-
quency control part is configured to increase the measure-
ment frequency for a base station in which a deterioration in
communication quality is detected.

7. A radio communication device comprising:

a base station information acquisition part configured to
acquire arrangement information of base stations that
can be included in a cooperation group configured to
perform multipoint cooperative transmission and
reception for the radio communication device;

a measurement frequency control part configured to con-
trol a frequency of measuring a reference signal from a
base station based on the acquired base station arrange-
ment information, to determine the cooperation group,
wherein the frequency of measuring the reference sig-

nal is increased in an area in which density of the
base stations that can be included in the cooperation
group is high; and

a reference signal measurement part configured to mea-
sure the reference signal from the base station in
accordance with the frequency controlled by the mea-
surement frequency control part.

A radio communication device comprising:

carrier determination part configured to determine the

importance of performing multi-point cooperative

transmission and reception for each component carrier
upon carrier aggregation;

a transmission frequency control part configured to con-
trol a frequency of transmitting a reference signal for
determining a cooperation group configured to perform
multi-point cooperative transmission and reception in
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each component carrier based on results of the deter-
mination in the carrier determination part; and

a notification part configured to notify each base station of
control information obtained by the transmission fre-
quency control part.

9. The radio communication device according to claim 8,
wherein the transmission frequency control part is config-
ured to increase the frequency of transmitting the reference
signal in a component carrier of high importance of per-
forming the multi-point cooperative transmission and recep-
tion.

10. A radio communication device comprising:

a transmission frequency control part configured to con-
trol a frequency of transmitting a reference signal for
determining a cooperation group configured to perform
multi-point cooperative transmission and reception in
each component carrier in accordance with frequency
upon carrier aggregation; and

a notification part that is configured to notify each base
station of control information obtained by the trans-
mission frequency control part.

11. The radio communication device according to claim
10, wherein the transmission frequency control part is con-
figured to increase the frequency of transmitting the refer-
ence signal in a component carrier of high frequency.

12. A radio communication device comprising:

a transmission frequency control part configured to con-
trol a frequency of transmitting a reference signal by
base stations, for determining a cooperation group
configured to perform multi-point cooperative trans-
mission and reception in each component carrier, in
accordance with arrangement in terms of frequency
upon carrier aggregation; and
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a notification part that configured to notify each base
station of control information obtained by the trans-
mission frequency control part.

13. The radio communication device according to claim
12, wherein the transmission frequency control part is con-
figured to allow the reference signal to be transmitted to only
one of component carriers consecutively arranged in terms
of frequency.

14. The radio communication device according to claim
12, wherein the transmission frequency control part is con-
figured to allow the reference signal to be transmitted so that
there is no overlap in terms of time and frequency in
respective component carriers consecutively arranged in
terms of frequency.

15. The radio communication device according to claim 1,

wherein the subordinate base station information acqui-
sition part is configured to acquire information related
to a number of terminals that are in a radio link
control-connected state with the respective base sta-
tions subordinate to the radio communication device,
and

wherein the transmission frequency control part is con-
figured to control the frequency of transmitting the
reference signal by the respective base stations subor-
dinate to the radio communication device in accordance
with the number of terminals that are in the radio link
control-connected state.

16. The radio communication device according to claim
15, wherein the transmission frequency control part is con-
figured to increase the frequency of transmitting the refer-
ence signal from a base station having a large number of
terminals that are in the radio link control-connected state.
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